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it  to  them   with instructions to deliver it to a   hand which would rise from the Ganges, when they were to say that it was a present for the goddess Ganga from Pakkanar.     They did as directed, and returned with news of the miracle.    Pakkanar then led them to the stagnant pool, and said   " Please return the   lotus  flower,  Oh! Ganga," when it appeared in his hand.    Pakkanar is said to have earned his living by the sale of the wicker-work, which he made.    One day he could not sell his baskets, and he had to go starving.    A neighbour, however, gave him some milk, which Pakkanar accepted, and told the donor to think of him if ever he was in danger.    The neighbour had a married daughter living with him, who, some time after, was dying of snake-bite.    But her father remembered the words of Pakkanar, who  came to the rescue, and cured her.    One of Pakkanar's brothers was named Narayana Branthan, who pretended to be a lunatic, and whose specia] delight was in rolling huge stones up a hill, for the pleasure of seeing them roll down.    Though the son of a Brahman, he mixed freely with members of all castes, and had no scruple about dining with them. A Nambutiri Brahman once asked him to choose an auspicious day for the performance of his son's upanayanam (thread  ceremony).    He selected  a  most   inauspicious day and  hour, when  the  boy's family   assembled and asked Narayana whether the rite should, be celebrated. He told the father to  look at the sky,  which became brilliantly illuminated, and a Brahman was seen changing his sacred thread.    The omen being considered favourable, the investiture ceremony was proceeded with.
The Paraiyas of Malabar and Cochin are celebrated for their knowledge of black magic, and are consulted in matters relating to theft, demoniacal influence, and the killing of enemies. Whenever anything is stolen, the